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Have you “liked” the Humane
Society of Ventura County's Facebook
page? Those who have are no strangers
to the cute pictures and videos of
shelter animals taken by 17-year-old
Kali Brooks.

“She has such a way — not only with
the videos and the photos that we put
up there, but when she's actually here,
she's got such a way with the animals,
too,” said Franki D. Williams, volunteer
coordinator with the Humane Society
of Ventura County's Ojai shelter
(HSVC). “She's the dog and cat whis-
perer.”

Brooks’ work is paying off for the
animals, Williams added. “I would say
easily that the interest in the dogs and
cats that we have has probably
skyrocketed since then. Our Facebook
(likes) in the last year has almost
doubled.” 

Brooks has volunteered for the Ojai-
based shelter for a year, ever since she
was old enough to qualify for the
program. After a few months on the
job, Williams asked her if she would be
interested in becoming HSVC’s social
media intern; Brooks accepted. The
first video she created was for a horse
named Partner. “That one took hours
to make because I was still new to
iMovie, the Mac program that I use. I
didn't make another video until I
discovered the Trailer option in
iMovie,” Brooks said.

Since filming Partner, Brooks has
made more than 30 videos for HSVC.
Williams noted that Brooks really takes
the time to find out about each animal
before she does a video. “She does her
own research as well — she talks to
other volunteers, she interviews staff

to find out all of the details about the
animals, too,” she said.

For most videos, Brooks recruits
another volunteer to help out.
“Usually Sue Saraceno and I team up
to show the best sides of the dogs, and
staff members or humane officers help
when I need to do videos of the
horses,” she said.

One particular funny moment for
Brooks involved a cattle dog mix
named Marley. “He knew a lot of tricks,
but we didn't quite know how to tell

him to do them! His response was
spinning and rolling over and it was so
funny,” she recalled.

Brooks said that a video can take
anywhere from 30 minutes to four
hours to make. “If it is a trailer it is
quicker, but the specials take a while,”
she said. Her favorite videos are the
ones for Bandit the dog and two cats
named Ashton and Megan. The
shelter, Williams recalled, was having a
difficult time finding a home for the
cats. Ashton was timid — as was
Megan, who had formed a bond with
Ashton. But because of Brooks’ video,
Williams said, “Both the cats got to go
home together.”

These days, almost all the photos
and videos posted on HSVC’s Face-

book page are shot by Brooks. Williams
said these posts have positively
affected the adoption rate at the
shelter. “We have a pretty good adop-
tion rate, so I give her credit for a big
chunk of that,” Williams said. “We had
an absolutely amazing month in
December and the beginning of
January, where our adoptions in
December was maybe three times
what they usually are. That was huge
for us!”

Brooks said it feels great to play a
role in helping animals get adopted. “I
love my job and I love seeing the
animals getting good homes,” she
said. “Everyone at the Humane Society
is like a big family and we are all happy
when an animal finds a new home!”

Williams said Brooks is an inspira-
tion to both staff members and other
volunteers. “She's just got a really great
way about her — a fantastic energy,
even when things can be a little sad,
which at times shelters can be,
because we get animals who are
abused or sick. She's always able to
put a positive spin on everything.
We're all very thankful for her,”
Williams said.

Brooks said she’s always loved
animals, particularly their sensitivity
to feelings and the fact that they are so
loyal to their people. “I love their
gentle spirits and willingness to learn
and grow past hard experiences.
Animals are really good teachers
because they can't lie and they always
listen,” she said.

A resident of the Ojai Valley since she
was 7, Brooks has two brothers and a
sister, and is the daughter of Ruth and
Keith Brooks. Previously home-
schooled, Brooks is now taking classes

Ojai teen's videos boost pet adoption rates

“We have a pretty good
adoption rate, so I give
her credit for a big
chunk of that.”

— Franki Williams,
HSVC volunteer coordinator

The Ventura County Sheriff’s Office
(VCSO) is requesting the public’s help
in identifying a man suspected of
stealing money from local laundro-
mats. 

During the early morning hours of
Dec. 1, 2014, an unknown suspect
entered two different self-serve
laundry locations in the Ojai Valley —
Mira Monte Quick Clean and Coin
House Laundry. The suspect appar-
ently pried open numerous washing
machine coin boxes and then stole
the coins stored inside. Security video
shows the suspect, who is believed to
be a Hispanic male in his mid-20s.   

During the investigation, Ojai
detectives learned that a similar crime
was committed in Camarillo Nov. 5,
2014. A review of the Camarillo secu-
rity tape revealed that the suspect in
the Camarillo theft appears to be the
same suspect as the Ojai thefts.

Anyone who can help identify the
suspect is asked to call Detective Joe
Mulrooney at 646-1414.

Ojai police seeking
laundromat coin thief

Photo submitted
Pictured above is the man suspected of
the laundromat coin thefts.

The Ojai Valley Sanitary District
(OVSD) will be conducting an
employee compensation survey some-
time in the year ahead. OVSD's board
of directors was unanimous in its
approval of the project when it
appeared as an item on the agenda for
its regular meeting Monday night.

In doing so, the board accepted a
proposal from Koff & Associates Inc., a
Berkeley-based human resources firm,
for conducting a compensation survey
of all positions within the OVSD. The
fee for the survey amounts to $12,266.

General manager Jeff Palmer said the
OVSD conducts such surveys every five
years. The results, he said, are not

OVSD to repair 20K feet of mainlines

A "post mortem" for the historic
Neff Lounge was conducted
Thursday when the Ojai Historic
Preservation Commission (HPC)
met in a special session at Ojai City
Hall. The phrase was used by
Commission Vice Chair Craig Walker
to describe Agenda Item 6, calling for

review and discussion of the Neff,
and the greater part of the next two
hours was devoted to exactly that.

In a series of exchanges with assis-
tant Ojai city attorney Scott Howard
and Ojai Community Development
Director Kathleen Wold, the
commissioners sought to make
sense of the way in which the Ojai

HPC critical of Council’s process

Friday afternoon brought a
pleasant surprise to Ojai Unified
School District (OUSD) administra-
tors — they received a swell of appli-
cations for the Measure J Citizens'
Oversight Committee. "We went from
three (applicants) to 13, and now 14,"
said OUSD Superintendent Hank
Bangser.

State law requires at least seven
community members to sit on the
committee, which will, among other
things, make sure the district is prop-
erly expending the construction and
renovation funds granted by the
passage of the $35 million bond last
year. California law also has specific
requirements for the committee; it
must, for example, include parents,
seniors and representatives from a
taxpayer group. With that in mind,
the OUSD has extended the applica-
tion deadline from last Friday to Feb.
6, to ensure the district has all the
members it needs (see
www.ojai.k12.ca.us for the applica-
tion).

The OUSD board will have until its
March 11 meeting to finalize the
committee, but Bangser and his staff
aren't waiting till then to continue the
implementation of Measure J. Last
week, the OUSD board asked Bangser
to begin the search for an architect
and a construction manager. Bangser
will narrow the field of firms, then
chair a committee of administrators
and faculty members who will make a
final recommendation to the board.
"We agreed we would do local adver-
tising (for the positions) — which
speaks to one of the commitments I
made in my Measure J presenta-
tions," Bangser said. "We'll look very
seriously at local firms." In this case,
local would mean Ventura County, he
added, "but if people in San Diego
could (best) provide us with these
very specific services, we would
strongly consider (them)."

OUSD financial advisor Jon Isom
told the board last week that, typi-
cally, a superintendent would select
the architect and construction
manager him or herself. But Bangser
and the board acknowledged that,
"We're a small community, and we
have three new board members, and
a lot of people interested in Measure
J," Bangser explained, "and we
thought we'd all benefit by having a
more open process."

Another reason: longtime OUSD
assistant superintendent of business,
Danni Pusatere, recently announced
her resignation after 19 years with
OUSD. "It is rare these days that
someone with Danni’s professional
and personal skill set would stay in a

OUSD board to
talk priorities
Saturday

Photos by Kali Brooks
Humane Society volunteer Kali Brooks loves capturing the personalities of the animals at the Ojai shelter — like the gentleness
of senior cat Mandarin (left), and the spunky athleticism of Dodger (right). Both animals are currently available for adoption.
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at Ventura College. Outside of
volunteering at the shelter and
attending school, Brooks
keeps a full schedule. She also
volunteers at Oso Ranch with
Susan Gruber, and at the Ca-
nine and Equine Ranch with
Kate Kohagen. She also works
from home, owning a business
called Kali's K9s. “I also go to
the Reality youth group in Ven-
tura,” she added. “So, as you
can imagine, I am pretty busy,
which is how I like it! I get
bored if I don't have a job to
do, but on my off time I like to
read books.”

As far as plans for the future,
Brooks said that she is inter-
ested in being an animal be-

haviorist or going into animal
therapy. “I also want to open a
senior home for dogs,” she
said, explaining the dogs that
boarded there would pay for
the ones that were rescued and
cared for during the end of
their lives. “I want to improve
my grooming and training
skills, and I also love training
and riding ponies, but I'm not
sure where that fits in yet! This
is all just a game plan,” she
added. “God will take it where
it is supposed to go!”

Log onto Facebook and visit
www.facebook.com/hsvc.org/
videos to view Brooks' videos
on the Humane Society's Face-
book page.

Humane Society:
Continued from Page A1

meant to compare the OVSD to
other districts but, rather, to pro-
vide a perspective for the board of
directors to use in discussions of
employee compensation.

"Our board believes comparative
adjustments need to be thought
through more closely," he said, "so
this analysis will become part of
the discussion on how to do
things."

The vote also included the trans-

fer of funds from the OVSD's Con-
tingency and Stabilization Reserve
to cover the expense of the survey.

In other business Monday, the
board adopted a resolution to state
an investment policy for district
funds and to continue working
with Morgan Stanley for invest-
ment services.

The board also approved a reso-
lution adopting the 2014 Integrated
Regional Water Management Plan

of the Watersheds Coalition of Ven-
tura County. This resolution addi-
tionally approved the finding of the
plan as exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act.

Looking ahead, Palmer reported
the OVSD will be improving 20,000
feet of main sewer lines this sum-
mer. The improvements will con-
sist of the addition of epoxy resin
sleeves to 55 segments in which the
lines are in need of reinforcement.

Mainlines:
Continued from Page A1

Photo by Kali Brooks

Porter — Brooks’ favorite HSVC pal — has been
at the shelter since April 2014, longer than any
other dog currently at the shelter. Porter is
available for adoption.

Valley Inn & Spa had ob-
tained a work permit for
renovations involving the
Neff Lounge, an estab-
lished Ojai landmark. 

Several on the commis-
sion expressed their anger
over the special Dec. 29
meeting of the Ojai City
Council at which the per-
mit had been granted. The
HPC, with the unanimous
backing of the Ojai Plan-
ning Commission, had al-
ready voted not to grant a
permit for the work. The
HPC's view was that the
renovations would signifi-
cantly compromise the
historic character of the
Neff. The City Council's
Dec. 29 decision over-
turned that of the Preser-
vation Commission.

Three aspects of the
episode were recurrent in
the discussions Thursday:
the omission of the HPC's
reasons for denying the
permit; the time frame in
which the permit was ap-
proved; and a paragraph
in the Ojai municipal
code.

The fact that none of the
HPC's discussions of the
permit were included in
the staff report provided to
Council members for the
special session was
brought up by Commis-
sioner Brian Aikens.
"Everything we spent time
preparing at that meeting
was in no way taken into
account by the Council
that night," he said. More-
over, he said, few of the
Council members seemed
to have had any other cog-
nizance of why the HPC
had denied the permit.
Councilman Paul Blatz
had been present at the
HPC meeting, Aikens said,
and Councilman William
Weirick had watched it on
video. "But as far as I
know," Aikens said, "none
of the other Council mem-
bers came forward and
said … they had watched
what we had spent two-
and-a-half hours dis-
cussing."

Aikens asked Wold if
there was a reason for the
HPC's findings to have

been omitted from the
staff report.

Staff had been in-
structed to include it,
Wold replied. "I left for the
holidays," she said, "and I
directed staff in my ab-
sence to have the com-
pleted and marked 'draft'
and in the packet, and that
did not happen." Her staff
has been reprimanded for
this, she added.

HPC Chair Darwin Mc-
Credie expressed little sat-
isfaction with the narrow
time frame in which the
permit had been ob-
tained. "To act like this ap-
plication was handled as
business per usual in this
city is preposterous," he
said. "If I were to go to the
clerk with a roll of draw-
ings and a permit applica-
tion and (say) 'I need this
in three weeks,' do you
know what she would say
to me? She wouldn't say
anything. She would laugh
at me."

The Ojai Valley Inn
(OVI) had applied for the
permit on arguably short
notice, leaving the mem-
bers of the HPC with less
than a week to review the
extensive technical data
and drawings prior to a
specially called session
Dec. 11. The subsequent
Dec. 29 appeal to the City
Council then reduced the
entire process to a matter

of weeks.
McCredie asked Wold

the date on which OVI had
first applied for the per-
mit. Wold said she didn't
have that information
with her. Commissioner
Rose Boggs said OVI had
submitted the application
Nov. 12. "So, three weeks
before the Historic Preser-
vation Commission was
even notified of it," Mc-
Credie observed.

Section 4-8.09 of the
Ojai municipal code was
discussed at some length
by Walker and Howard,
with no consensus as to its
meaning or intent. Of par-
ticular interest was this
paragraph: “If the conclu-
sion of the Council is that
a landmark or point of his-
torical interest does exist,
the property owner shall
be prohibited from defac-
ing, demolishing, adding
to, altering, or moving it
without having given
twelve (12) months' notice
to the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission that
such action is planned."

OVI might have been
thereby obliged, Walker
said, to have given at least
a year's notice to the HPC
of its intention to make
changes to the Neff
Lounge. He cited also a
2011 memorandum to the
city, written by Monte L.
Widders, who was assis-

tant city attorney at the
time: "If the City Council
declares the property a
landmark, the owner may
not alter or demolish the
property without giving
the Historic Preservation
Commission twelve (12)
months' notice prior to
such action."

Howard said he found
the paragraph "puzzling"
and without any clear ra-
tional purpose capable of
standing up in a court of
law. The legislative history
of the ordinance was like-
wise unclear, he said. The
provision for a 12-month
notification period was
particularly vague, ac-
cording to Howard.
"Frankly, it's almost puni-
tive to provide that kind of
lead time for someone to
have to submit a vague
plan for something they
might be doing in the fu-
ture," he said. 

Howard said the para-
graph called only for noti-
fication, with no mention
of talks or discussions to
follow. "I'm not sure this
passes rational relation-
ship status," he said. "I
would suggest it be
amended."

Walker said historic
preservation measures are
by nature and intent a
slow, deliberate process,
and that a 12-month noti-
fication period is not nec-

essarily unreasonable for
the purpose of all parties
assessing and discussing
information pertinent to
changing a landmark. In
the case of historic land-
marks protected by the
Mills Act, he said, an
owner must give a 10-year
notification period if in-
tending to withdraw the
property. "I'm not sure (12
months) is that punitive,"
he said.

As for the Widder mem-
orandum, Howard said it
was simply a recitation of
the language in which the
code was written, not an
opinion on what it was in-
tended to mean.

The HPC and the City
Council will meet in a spe-
cial session Feb. 10 at 6
p.m. "We'll probably bring
up some ideas to move
forward," Walker said
Tuesday. "We'll discuss
forming a subcommittee
to review historic preser-
vation code — and how to
tighten it."

The matter of HPC fees
would likely be discussed
Feb. 10, he said, along with
other general issues con-
cerning historic land-
marks. The Neff Lounge
might come up in those
discussions, too, he said.
"We have to come up with
a process that won't let
things get rushed
through."

HPC:
Continued from Page A1

district leadership role for
almost 20 years, especially
in a small district, starting
in her mid-20s," Bangser
told OUSD staff in an e-
mail. "We have been be-
yond fortunate that she
did so." Pusatere will leave
Ojai for a similar position
with the Encinitas Union
School District, a bigger
district with more finan-
cial resources, headed by
former OUSD superin-
tendent Tim Baird. 

Bangser announced the
vacancy at last week's
meeting, and he and the
board are in the process of
selecting a replacement.

Also discussed at last
week's meeting is the up-
coming special meeting,
which is slated for Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The purpose, Bangser ex-
plained, is for the new
board to "talk about plan-
ning priorities for the up-
coming year and years ...

and optimal working rela-
tionships among the
board and the superin-
tendent and the district
staff." In addition, they'll
discuss possible ap-
proaches to things like de-
clining enrollment
(especially in the elemen-
tary schools), the budget,
the sale and/or lease of
part and/or all of the dis-
trict offices and Chaparral
High School property, and
other issues. Bangser em-
phasized that no deci-
sions would be made
during the meeting. How-
ever, the public is encour-
aged to attend the
meeting, which will be
held in the Board Room at
the district offices. The
meeting will also be avail-
able on Channel 10 and
online at
www.ojai.k12.ca.us some-
time in the next week. See
the website for more in-
formation.

Schools:
Continued from Page A1
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